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EDUCATION

Ph.D.: 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 1992

M.A.:  
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 1987

B.A.:  
With honors from Rollins College, Winter Park, Florida, 1983

ACADEMIC POSITIONS

2016-         
P. Phinizy Spalding Distinguished Professor of History, The University of Georgia

2013 - 2016
Class of ’38 Professor of History, The College of William & Mary, Williamsburg, VA

2009 - 2013: 
Professor of History, The College of William & Mary 

1998 - 2009: 
Associate Professor of History, The College of William & Mary 

1993 - 1998: 
Assistant Professor of History, The College of William & Mary

1991 to 1993: Visiting Assistant Professor of History, York University, Toronto, Ontario.

ADMINISTRATIVE POSITIONS

2021-

President, Labor and Working-Class History Association

2020-2021
President, Franklin College Faculty Senate (which represents 620 faculty in Arts & Sciences at UGA)

2008-2019
Reviews Editor, LABOR: Studies in Working-Class History 

2014-2016
Chair, Lyon G. Tyler Department of History, The College of William & Mary
2011 

Acting Director of Graduate Studies, Lyon G. Tyler Department of History, The College of William & Mary
2009-2011
President, Southern Labor Studies Association 

2005-2007 
Director of Graduate Studies, Lyon G. Tyler Department of History, The College of William & Mary

2001-2002
Acting Director of Graduate Studies, Lyon G. Tyler Department of History, The College of William & Mary


1998-1999:    Assistant Dean of Graduate Studies, The College of William & Mary, Williamsburg, Virginia

AWARDS, PRIZES and HONORS

2020

Parks-Heggoy Faculty Graduate Teaching Award
2015

Phi Beta Kappa inductee, Alpha Chapter

2015

Plumeri Award for Faculty Excellence, College of William & Mary



2014
-
Organization of American History Distinguished Lecturer



2012

James A. Rawley Award for the Best Book on U.S. Race Relations, Organization of American Historians



2012

Merle Curti Award for the Best Book on U.S. Social History, Organization of American Historians

2012

Philip Taft Labor History Book Award

2012

Choice’s Outstanding Academic Titles 

FELLOWSHIPS and GRANTS



2021-2022
John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Fellowship



2013-2014
John E. Sawyer Fellow, National Humanities Center 


2013-2014
Gilder Lehrman Center Human Trafficking and Modern Day Slavery Fellowship, Yale University, New Haven, CT (declined)



2013-2014
Weatherhead Initiative in International History Postdoctoral Residential Fellowship, Cambridge, MA (declined)



2008

Fulbright Fellowship, University College Cork, Ireland



1999-2000
Agrarian Studies Fellowship, Yale University 



1997

The College of William & Mary, Faculty Summer Grant



1996

The College of William & Mary, Faculty Summer Grant



1994

National Endowment for the Humanities Summer Fellowship 



1994 

The College of William & Mary, Faculty Summer Grant (declined)

BOOKS and FILMS


Producer, “Emancipation,” Athens Film Project (in progress).



Co-Producer, “The Knox Institute,” Athens Film Project.


“That Same Old Snake”: Slaves, Coolies, Guestworkers, and the Global History of Human Trafficking” (in progress).



“The Third Degree: Murder, Terror, Race, and Justice on Florida’s Frontier” (in progress)

No Man’s Land: Jamaican Guestworkers in America and the Global History of Deportable Labor. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2011.

The Fruits of Their Labor: Atlantic Coast Farmworkers and the Making of Migrant Poverty, 1870-1945. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1997. 

ARTICLES

“The Profane Margins of the State: Florida’s Sheriff Walter R. Clark and the Local History of Crime, Policing, and Incarceration in the Twentieth and Twenty-first Centuries,” Journal of American History (forthcoming, March 2024).
“The State as Trafficker: Governments and Guestworkers in World History,” in Madeline Hsu and Marcelo Borges, eds., Cambridge History of Global Migrations (Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 2023).

 “Men do not gather grapes from thorns: Indentured Labor, Guestworkers, and the Failure of Regulation” and “Conclusion” 23-54 and 237-244 in Mahua Sarkar, ed. Work out of Place. Berlin: Walter de Gruyter GmbH, 2017.

"Keeping the Unskilled Out: Why Hart-Celler Didn't Matter to Workers," Labor: Studies in Working-Class History of the Americas 12:3 (Fall 2015): 23-28.

 “Slavery’s Stale Soil: Indentured Servants, Guestworkers, and the End of Empire,” 227-266 in Jana Lipman and Daniel Bender, eds., Making the Empire Work: Labor and United States Imperialism, New York University Press, 2015.

“Risk the Truck: Guestworker-sending States and the Myth of Managed Migration,” 3-32 in David Griffith and Diane Austin, eds. (Mis)managing Migration: Guestworkers’ Experiences with North American Labor Markets Santa Fe, NM: School for Advanced Research, 2014.

 “The Worst Job in the World”: Reform, Revolution, and the Secret Rebellion in Florida’s Cane Fields,” Journal of Peasant Studies 4, 35 (October, 2008), 770-800.

With Rick Halpern, "Not a `Sack of Potatoes': Why Labor Historians Need to Take Agriculture Seriously," International Labor and Working Class History, 65 (Spring, 2004) 3-10.

Co-editor with Rick Halpern, special issue of International Labor and Working Class History on class formation in the countryside, Spring, 2004.

“Creating Perfect Immigrants: Guestworkers of the World in Historical Perspective,” Labor History, vol. 44, no. 1 (January 2003): 69-94. 

“Guestworkers.” Eds. Akira Iriye and Pierre-Yves Saunier. The Dictionary of Transnational History. Palgrave Macmillan, 2009.

“In America Life is Given Away”: Jamaican Farmworkers and the Making of Agricultural Immigration Policy,” 134-160.  In Catherine McNicol Stock and Robert Johnson, eds. The Countryside in the Age of the Modern State: Essays in Twentieth-Century Rural Political History.  Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2001. (Reprinted in Florida’s Labor and Working-Class Past: Three Centuries of Work in the Sunshine State. eds. Melanie Shell-Weiss and Robert Cassanello. Gainesville, FL: University Press of Florida, 2006.) 

"Standing Idly By: `Organized' Farmworkers in Florida During the Second World War," pp. 15-36, in Robert Zieger, ed. Organized Labor in the New South. 2nd Edition. University of Tennessee Press, 1997. (Reprinted in The Human Cost of Food: Farmworkers' Lives, Labor, and Advocacy, Edited by Charles D. Thompson, Jr., and Melinda F. Wiggins University of Texas Press, 2002.)

"The Deportable Immigrant: Guestworkers in Post-World War II America," for Labor History seminar series, Wm. M. Scholl Center for Family and Community History, The Newberry Library, Chicago, IL, December 12, 2003.

“Thoughts on the Past and Future of American Guestworker Programs,” Proceedings, “Our Roots Feed Our Future,” 20th Anniversary Conference of the Cornell Migrant Program, May 22, 2002.

“Cross Border Jim Crow,” LAWCHA Newsletter, Fall 2007: 4-5.

BOOK REVIEWS

They Saved the Crops: Labor, Landscape, and the Struggle Over Industrial Farming in Bracero-Era California. By Don Mitchell, American Historical Review (June, 2013).

Coolies and Cane: Race, Labor, and Sugar in the Age of Emancipation. By Moon-Ho Jung, Journal of American History 2007 94 (1): 289-290.

The Tribe of Black Ulysses: African American Lumber Workers in the Jim Crow South. By William P. Jones. American Historical Review 2006 111 (2): 491-492.

Florida's Farmworkers in the Twenty-First Century. By Riley, Nano and Davida Johns. Journal of Southern History 2004 70 (3): 711-712.

Reinventing Free Labor: Padrones and Immigrant Workers in the North American West, 1880-1930. By Gunther Peck. Historian 2002 65 (1): 181-182.

Down on the Killing Floor: Black and White Workers in Chicago's Packinghouses, 1904-54. By Rick Halpern. Ethnic and Racial Studies 22, 3 (May 1999): 623-624.

Twice the Work of Free Labor: The Political Economy of Convict Labor in the New South. By Alex Lichtenstein. Journal of Social History 1998 31 (3): 747-748.

César Chávez: A Triumph of Spirit. By Richard Griswold Del Castillo and Richard A. Garcia. Florida Historical Quarterly 1997 75(4): 464-465.

A New Plantation South: Land, Labor, and Federal Favor in Twentieth-Century Arkansas. By Jeannie M. Wayne. Georgia Historical Quarterly 1997 81(1): 209-210.

Workshop to Office: Two Generations of Italian Women in New York City, 1900-1950. By Miriam Cohen. Journal of Social History 1994 28 (1): 228-230.

Southern Labor and Black Civil Rights: Organizing Memphis Workers. By Michael K. Honey. Labour / Le Travail 1994 (34): 341-343.

"Lost in America: "The Poor" and Middle Class Conscience," (review of Jacqueline Jones, The Dispossessed: America’s Underclasses from the Civil War to the Present) Radical History Review no. 60, (1994): 236-238.

Disfigured Images: The Historical Assault on Afro-American Women. By Patricia Morton. Canadian Journal of History 28, 1 (April 1993): pp138-140.

OTHER SCHOLARLY ACTIVITIES

2023

Guest, Ramblings of a Sikh Podcast

2021-

Producer, Athens Film Project

2013-2017
Historical Consultant for “Adios Amor: The Search for Maria Moreno,” documentary film by Laurie Coyle, 2017 
1998
Historical Consultant and “talking head,” "Hand Changes: Agricultural Work on Virginia’s Eastern Shore," documentary for Public Television, 1998

Reviewer of manuscripts for Agricultural History, Journal of American History, Journal of Policy History, Journal of Southern History, Labor History, LABOR: Studies in Working Class History, Labour History, Law and Society Inquiry, Racial and Ethnic History, McGraw-Hill Publisher, Oxford University Press, Routledge, Social Forces, W.W. Norton, University of California Press, University of Florida Press, University of Illinois Press, University of North Carolina Press, University of Texas Press, Worth Publisher, W.W. Norton, Yale University Press.

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

2022-

President, Labor and Working-Class History Association

2020-2022
Vice-President and President-elect, Labor and Working-Class History Association

2020-2022
Athens Historical Society, Board Member

2021-

Gilder Lehrman Institute Scholarly Advisory Board
2020-

History Vault Board Member

2019-2020
Chair, Editorial Board, University of Georgia Press

2020-

Consultant, History Vault

2020-

Consultant, Migrant Exhibit, Whitesbog Preservation Trust

2018-2019
Editorial Board Member, University of Georgia Press
2017-2020 
Editorial Board Member, Mashriq & Mahjar: Journal of Middle East Migration Studies

2020-2021
Organizer, LAWCHA Pandemic Book Talks

2020-2021
Vice President, Labor and Working Class History Association

2019-2020
Southern Historical Association’s Francis P. Simkins Award Committee

2017-2018
Beveridge Prize Committee Member, AHA

2019-2020
Documenting Slavery at UGA 

2016-

Co-organizer, Dirty History: An Interdisciplinary Workshop in Agriculture, Environment, and Capitalism

2016-2018
Program Committee Chair: Dirty Work: The Conference of the Southern Labor Studies Association, Athens, GA, May 17-19, 2018

2011-2016
Co-organizer, DC Working Class History Seminar

2011-2016
Elections Committee, Southern Labor Studies Association

2015-2018
Elections Committee, Labor and Working-Class History Association 

2015

Co-Organizer, Southern Labor Studies Association Conference

2015

Chair, Cunningham Prize Committee for best Undergraduate Essay in History, American Historical Association

2013

Organizing Committee, Southern Labor Studies Association Biannual Meeting, New Orleans

2012

National Endowment for the Humanities, Documentary Film Review Board

2012-2013
Theodore Saloutus Book Award Committee

2004-2006
Member, Editorial board, Encyclopedia of American Labor History.

2003-

Member, Editorial Committee, LABORLABOR: Studies in Working Class History

2001-2003
Member, Editorial Committee, Labor History

2002-2005
Pozzetta Award Committee (for Graduate Student Research in Ethnic and Immigration History) 

External reader on dissertation committees: Georgetown University, University of Toronto, Queen’s University.
Tenure and promotion reviewer for candidates at Georgetown University, the University of Maryland, University of Mississippi, UCLA, the University of Texas-Arlington, the University of Toronto, the University of Texas, Cornell University, SUNY-Stonybrook, and the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.

WORK AS AN EXPERT WITNESS

2017

Expert Witness for Plaintiffs, Farm Labor Organizing Committee, et al. v. Roy Cooper, et al., US District Court for the Middle District of North Carolina

2013

Human Rights Commissioner, New York City, NY

2013

Expert Witness for Plaintiffs, Camayo v. Peroulis, US District Court for the District of Colorado

2007

Expert Witness for plaintiffs, José Guadalupe Perez-Farias, et al. v Global Horizons, Inc., Green Acre Farms, Inc., Valley Fruit Orchards, LLC, and Platte River Insurance Company.Peres-Farias et al v. Global Horizons et al vs. District Court, Eastern District of Washington
WORK AS A PUBLIC HISTORIAN

2021-

Athens History Film Project, creating short films on Athens History for K-12 teachers in Athens Clark County

2020-2021
Board Member, History Vault 

2020

“Georgia Labor History,” Talk for YDSA, UGA

2020

Interviewee, “Citizen Chef,” Podcast by Tom Colicchio

2019

Athens Industrial History: A Talk to the Cobb House Teaching Fellows

2019

Panelist, “Agriculture, Sustainability, & Justice, SIT Study Abroad


2019

Interviewee, “History of Labor Unions in the South,” WUGA

2019

Interviewee, “Advocates Want More Protections for New York Farmworkers,” KJZZ Public Radio

2018

Interviewee, “Arizona Company Eyes Future With No Guestworkers,” WSKG NPR

2017

Consultant, Spaceship Media, Immigration Conversation Project

2015

Moderator, “History, Revolution, and TURN,” A Forum with the makers of AMC’s Turn: Washington’s Spies and Historians

2015-2016
Consultant and Talking head for “Working Children: An Electronic Field Trip,” Colonial Williamsburg TV Productions

2004-

Advisory Council, Farmworker Justice Fund, Inc. 

2014

Speaker, Student Action with Farmworkers Training

2013

“The Lessons of Belle Glade,” lead op-ed article, New York Times 7, 19

2013

“Protecting Immigrant Farmworkers,” op-ed article, Miami Herald, 4, 1.
2013

Interview, With Good Reason, 4, 5, 2008 (recorded in Cork, Ireland)

2007

Invited Speaker, "International Migration," Great Decisions, League of Women Voters, Williamsburg

2006

Invited Speaker, "Labor at the turn of the 21st century," Teacher's Institute, Virginia Historical Society, Richmond

2006

Answered occasional immigration questions for Senator Barack Obama’s staff. 

TALKS

Invited Speaker, Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College, Michigan State University, Duke University, Georgetown University, Harvard University, Indiana University, Humbolt University, L’Ecole Des Hautes Etudes En Sciences Sociales, Harvard University, Marshall-Wythe Law School, Michigan State University, Queen’s University-Belfast, Queen’s University-Kingston, Ontario, University of Notre Dame, University of Pittsburgh, University of Pennsylvania, St. Andrews University, Wake Forest University, University of California-Santa Barbara, University of California-Santa Cruz, University of Central Florida, University of Connecticut, University of South Florida, Yale University.

“Georgia’s Labor History,” UCWGA, July 27, 2023

Chair, ““Building a Higher Ed Labor Movement: National and Statewide Coordination for Power,” Plenary Session, , May 18, 2023, LAWCHA Conference, Rutgers.

Panelist, “Mobilized Labor: Traded, Trafficked, and Recruited Labor in the American South,” Roundtable, May 19, 2023, LAWCHA Conference, Rutgers.

Moderator, “Workers on the Move,” May 18, 2023, LAWCHA Conference, Rutgers.

“Immigrants in Rural America,” for The Rural Experience in America: Community Civics Through Historical Inquiry, National Council for History Education, May 6, 2023.
"Green beans are for girls: the very gendered history of migrant farm labor in the United States," Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College, March 7, 2023 

“The Athens Film Project,” Panel, ASALH, April 30, 2023.
“Planting Jim Crow in Modern South Florida,” DC Labor History Seminar, October 8, 2021.

“What Would a Good Guestworker Program Look Like,” Michigan State University, September 12, 2020. 

One talk, two comments, LAWCHA conference, Durham, NC, May 30-June 2, 2019

“No Man’s Land,” Tea Talk, November 21, 2019, UGA. 

“Industrial Athens,” T.R.R. Cobb House, November 19, 2019, UGA.

Panelist, Global Labor Migration: Past and Present, International Institute for Social History, Amsterdam, June 20-22, 2019

Keynote Address, North American Labor History Conference, Detroit, Michigan, 2018.

Keynote Address, Southern Labor Studies Association conference, Tampa, Florida, 2017.

The Protector of Immigrants, Migrants at Work in Canada, Queen’s University-Kingston, April 20-21, 2018.
The Protector of Immigrants: The British Empire, the Coolie Trade, and the Failure of the World’s Biggest Anti-Trafficking Effort,” at Human Trafficking, Labor Migration, & Migration Control in Comparative Historical Perspective, October 16-17, 2015, University of Chicago. 

“Bound Labor in an Anti-slavery Age: Indentured Workers and Guestworkers Compared,” at New Directions in Labour and Migration: Historical Legacies, Present Predicaments and Future Nees, June 1-2, 2015, Re-Work, Berlin, Germany.

 “Guestworkers or victims of human trafficking?: the global history of importable and deportable Labor,” Human Trafficking: Past & Present, at Duke University on October 13-15, 2011.

“No Man’s Land: Jamaican Guestworkers in America and the Global History of Deportable Workers,” at “Guest Workers: Western Origins, Global Future,” Huntington Library, Pasadena, California, April 15-16, 2011.

““A Riotous Success”: Guestworkers, “Illegal Immigrants,” and the Promise of Managed Migration,” School for Advanced Research, Sante Fe, New Mexico, August 4-6, 2010.

“`The Worst Job in the World’: Reform, Revolution, and the Secret Rebellion in Florida’s Cane Fields,” Agricultural History Society Conference, June 10-13, 2010, Rollins College, Winter Park, Florida.

“`The Worst Job in the World’: Reform, Revolution, and the Secret Rebellion in Florida’s Cane Fields,” at the Race, Labor & Citizenship in the Post-Emancipation South Conference, College of Charleston, March 11-13, 2010.

“Guestworkers Around the World Unite: You have nothing to lose but your passport,” at the Fixing a Broken Immigration System: Historical and Contemporary Perspectives on Reform Conference, Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, October 22-23, 2009, Washington, D.C.

"Taking it to the Courts: Legal Services, the United Farmworkers, and the Battle for the Worst Jobs in the World,” December 11, 2009, Newberry Library, Chicago, IL.

“For all those bending years”: Caribbean Guestworkers and the Florida Sugar Industry,” at the invitation-only conference: Workers, the Nation-State, and Beyond: The Newberry Conference on Labor History Across the Americas,” September 18-19, 2008, Newberry Library, Chicago, IL.

“The Revolution Will Not Be Televised: Guestworkers’ Hidden Rebellion in Florida’s Sugar Empire, 1961-1968,” Southern Historical Association, November, 2006, Birmingham, AL.

“The job market in labor history,” roundtable speaker, Southern Labor Studies Conference, May 2006, Duke University, Durham, N.C.

“No Man’s Land”: Nationless Workers in the U.S. and Europe the Aftermath of World War II,” European Social Science History Association, March 21-25, 2006, Amsterdam, The Netherlands.

Invited Speaker, “Temporary Workers of the World: Guestworker Programs and the Making of Nationless Workers,” at Middle Passages: The Oceanic Voyage as Social Process, July 13-16, 2005, Perth, Western Australia.  
COURSES TAUGHT



Anzia’s World: Immigrant Life in Turn-of-the-Century New York (freshman seminar)



Food and Power 


Georgia History


Graduate Research Seminar, 1815 to the present.



International Migrations



Literature of History (graduate historiography seminar)



The Modern South




Race and Ethnicity to the Civil War



Race and Ethnicity, Civil War to the Present



Slavery and Freedom in Comparative Perspective



State and Society in the Long 20th Century



Teaching History (graduate seminar)



The Origins of the Welfare State



US History, 1865 to the present, introductory survey, honors seminar, and graduate colloquium 



US, 1945-1975



US Immigration History, graduate and undergraduate levels



US History for Future History Teachers



US in the Twentieth Century



US Labor History, graduate and undergraduate levels



The US South in the Twentieth Century



Women & Work (freshman seminar)

CAMPUS AND COMMUNITY SERVICE

Search Committee Chair, African American Women’s History

President, Franklin College Faculty Senate, UGA, 2021-2022
Chair, Phinizy Lecture Series

Volunteer, Concrete Jungle

Member, Website Committee, Athens Historical Society, 2020-2022
Member, Board of Directors, Athens Historical Society, 2020-2022
Search Committee Chair, Sally and Carl Gable Distinguished Chair of the American Colonial South, 2018

Search Committee Member, East Asian History, 2017-2018

Chair, Fundraising Committee, Double Helix STEAM School, 2017

Volunteer, Books for Keeps

Graduate Council, 2017-2020
Graduate Council Curriculum Committee, 2017-2018

Graduate Council Appeals Board, 2018-2020
Graduate Council Administrative Committee, 2019-2020
Faculty Senate, 2019-2021
University Review Committee, 2017-2020 (tenure and promotion review committee)

History Graduate Studies Committee, 2017-2020
OLLI guest speaker, 2017

Co-Organizer, Public Forum on Slavery at UGA, Russell Library Auditorium, 2017

Gregory Award Committee, 2016

Organizer, Grants Workshop, 2016

Organizer, The Academic Job Market, 2016, 2017

Organizer, “Careers for Historians Outside the Academy,” January 29, 2015

Committee of Chairs and Program Directors, 2014-

Faculty Hearings Committee, 2013-2014

Advising Task Force, 2012-2013

Executive Board, Women’s Network, 2012-2013

Admissions Committee, 2011-2014


Faculty Advising Committee, 2011-2014

Honors and Interdisciplinary Studies Committee, 2012-2015



Freshman Advisor, most years



Licensing Code of Conduct Committee, 2010-2013, Chair, 2012-2013


Executive Board, Lemon Project, 2009-2011

Chair, Departmental Affairs Committee

Co-Organizer, University Grants Project


Coordinator, Faculty Staff Social Club, 2007-

PAST AND PRESENT GRADUATE STUDENT ADVISEES

Evan Bennett, Associate Professor, Florida Atlantic University, author of When Tobacco Was King: Farms, Family Labor and Farm Policy in the Piedmont (University of Florida Press).
Anthony DeStefanis, Associate Professor, Otterbein College. 

Donna Dodenhoff, PhD (American Studies), 2016.
Beth English, Executive Director of the Organization of American Historians. Author of A Common Thread: Labor, Politics, and Capital Mobility in the Textile Industry (University of Georgia Press, 2006) and co-editor of co-editor of Global Women’s Work: Perspectives on Gender and Work in the Global Economy (Routledge, 2019).
Jennifer Luff (American Studies), Associate Professor of History, Durham University, UK (author of Commonsense Anti-Communism: Labor and Civil Liberties between the World Wars, (University of North Carolina Press, 2011).

John Weber, Associate Professor, Old Dominion University (author of The Shadow of the Revolution: South Texas, the Mexican Revolution, and the Evolution of Modern American Labor Relations, University of North Carolina Press, 2015).

Sarah Stanford-McIntyre, Assistant Professor, University of Colorado-Boulder, PhD (American Studies, 2017).

James Bowers Wall, Oral Historian, National Museum of Forest Service History, PhD (History, UGA, 2018)
Mac Marquis, Post-doctoral Fellow, University of South Carolina, PhD (History, William & Mary, 2021).

Current doctoral students:

Cal Bedenbaugh

Andrew Craig

Victoria Lynn Đỗ
Gisell Fuentes
Matthew Gordon

Devin Jerome

Libia Jiménez Chávez
Louise Milone
Ben Prostine

Terrell Orr
Margaret Stewart
Danielle Towers
Cole Wicker

Current MA students:

Jackson Poole
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5

